Commissioner urging

utllltles-securlty review °

By Max Jarman
The Arizona Republic

: After state utilities worked
to overcome a looming power
shortage by building new
power plants and transmission
lines, two freak accidents have
brought ‘back the threat of

blackouts and pleas for con- .

servatlon

While there is no indication
that either incident 'was:

caused by anything but me-
chanical failures, Arizona Cor-
yoration Commissioner Kris
Mayes said she plans to call for
a review of the sécurity meas-

ures used by the state’s utili-

ties to keep vital infrastruc-
tare such as power lines, pipe-
lines and power plants safe.

~Station, a critical electricity
_source for the Valley, for al-

* indefinitely.

. On June 7, a transmlssmn
line shortshut down the Palo
Verde Nuclear -Generating

most a week. .

On Sunday, a fire at a
key power substation cut
the Valley’s power supply
by up to 20 percent perhaps

While Mayes says she iscon
cerned about safety at the fa-
cilities,: Jeanine LEcuyer, a
spokeswoman for Gov. Janet
Napolitano, said the governor -
was confident in Arizona Pub-
lic Service Co.s Security
measures..
" .Cool temperatures and the
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‘Westwing substation is the entry pomt for electr|c1ty ﬂowmg tothe
Valley from Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station, Navajo Gengrating
Station and Lake Mead Hydro-Electrlc Generatlng Station, [

Source SRP/APS
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availability of outside .power
prevented the Palo Verde out-
age from’ mushrooming into
forced outages and blackouts.

But the fire at the Westwing -

power substation near ‘Happy

Valley Road and Loop 303 has
produced pleas for voluntarily

conservation and a real threat
of involuntary blackouts.

Conservation by consumers,
state and local governments
and many businesses - helped
get the state’s two largest utili-
ties, APS and the Salt River
Project, through the day Tues-
day without having to cut any-
one’s power.

“The - conservation’ really
made a difference,” said ‘Alan
Bunnell, a spokesman for APS.

But today, Thursday and Fri-
day could be even bigger chal-
lenges.-

Bunnell ~—explained that
power demand typically esca-
lates during the week.

alternatlve sources.
The - utilities ‘have "boosted

power imports into the other

portals, but as'demand grows,

transporting the additional.
_power becomes difficult. -

APS and” SRP have asked
consumers to voluntanly con:

serve energy and have con-’

tacted businesses that either
have agreed to reduce con-
sumption in such emergencies

or are on mterruptlble con- |

tracts:
Such compames pay lower

. non-task—orlente
. turned off.
" Scott Phelps, anaide to Phoe-

rates - with: the: understanding
: ﬂer supply ‘could

*.I 5 POy

. porarily cut to areas on.a.
_rolling basis to prevent a more
‘widespread outage. '

“So far there have been no *
yroblems,” 'said Patricia Gar- -
cia Likéns, d spokeswoman for’
SRP. “Nobody lost power.” i
Napolitano ordered thermo-
stats in state-owned buildings
turned up to 82 degrees and
. hghhne -

nix ‘Mayor. Phil -Gordon, said
that thermostats in all city

_buildings, including Sky Har-

bor Internatlonal Airport, have

‘been set at 82 degrees and can-.
‘not be overridden.

Most lights at City Hall were



tili 5acnon,”Bunnell said. 7.
" That, could ..come sooner
rather than later; wﬂdﬁres in
‘northern ‘Arizona ‘both ‘havé
gad transmlssmn lmes m theif
are - paths o s




