IMCHAE KA RS
Acting Exadarhn Olrscb

HOR STUMP ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

April 3, 2000

-

Re:  Opportunities for Commission regulated telecorommnication compagies ta access Federal
stmalas monies for broadband projects; Telecommanicagion campnny plaos and
preparations for additional fyading.

Pear Sir or Madam:

Yoo are recezving this Intier as a representative of an Arizonz land line-based telecommumication
company in Arizona. As you know, the recently passed American Eccovery and Reinvestment Act
{“ARRA") includes financial aseistance for broadband projeces. A1) told, mars than $4.7 Fillicn gxant
dollars is aveilable thnough the National Telecommunications mad Information Administration ("NTLA"™)
85 a grimt to fund the deployment of Broadhand infrastruciure m meerved and underserved areas. An
additional 2.5 billion is loans snd grants will be administered by the Rural Utilities Service (“RUS™.

Aswuknuw,porﬁunsafﬁﬂmnuﬁlldumthawadequatﬂ Bagesk b broadband and other advanced
telecommutications services. For exampie, the Commission has beon contacted numerows imes by
mpresettstives of the state’s iribal entitics regarding the need far bolsteving teleoocmminications servios
on iriba! bands. Additicnally, in 2007 the Commissian iravelled to Sl Valley to hear the soncems of
reaidents there abwut the dearth of broadbend and quality landline zervices, And the absance of
telecommunication services in Whispering Ranch, an aren Northwest of Surprise, provides an additiongl
examiple of the need te build out Arizona’s broadband ang telecommumicalions infrastructurs, Dirmig 50
would beih protect the health and safet;r_nfuqr rezidents, and help expand the state's CCOROMLY.

Given the immediney of this isgie and the soope of fimds available, I would Iike to make sure thit yoor
SOmMPatY is aseessing the opportunity and making «fforts to submit epplications to the WTTA and the RUS
wiich meet the grant recipient critetia sct out by thoss agencits, Pleass inform the Commission of any
plens you have for accessing these grant monies and any project applications you amticipate submitting

Thenk you for your attention t this maticr.
Sincerely,

2y

Kris Mayns
Charrman

Ce: Comntissioner Piarce
Commissioner Newman
Commissisner Kennedy
Commmssionsy Stumyp
Empest Johoson
Janaca Alward
Michael Krams
BRebecon Wilder
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