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Project Owners 

Shell Wind Energy 

Salt River Project  Tri-State G&T 

SouthWestern Power/ 
MMR Group Tucson Electric Power  
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Project Summary 

 515 mile transmission project in New Mexico and Arizona 

 Possible configurations are two 500 KV AC lines, or one AC and  
one DC 500 kV lines 

 Brings high-quality renewable energy to western markets 

 Obtained Declaratory Order from FERC in May 2011 

 On-going Anchor-Tenant subscription process 

 WECC granted SunZia an Accepted Rating of 3,000 MW for two 500kV 
AC lines in March 2011, rating was re-confirmed in January 2015 

 Agreement with Department of Defense and Department of Army 
resolving all military-related conflicts, as of March 2016 

 Total capital cost estimated at $2 billion 

 Commercial operation expected by 2021 
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Arizona CEC Application Process 

September 2, 2015: Filed an application for an Arizona 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) from the AZ 
Power Plant & Line Siting Committee (LSC) 

» 13 days of LSC hearings held in Willcox, Tucson, Casa Grande and Florence 

» Two field tours  

November 19, 2015: unanimous vote by the LSC to issue the 
CEC  

February 3, 2016: ACC approved the CEC without changes 
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Threading the Needle in AZ 
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BLM, ASLD, AZGF, and ADOT Letter 
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SunZia CEC 

 CEC has two expiration terms: 

» 10 years for the first 500kV line and Willow-500kV Substation 

» 15 years for the second 500kV line and related facilities 

 During preparation of the final Plan of Development, SunZia will 
invite the participation of stakeholders 

 SunZia will not negatively impact Pima County’s ability to claim credit 
under the Multi Species Conservation Plan 

 Approves a 2,500 corridor for siting a 450-foot ROW 

 CEC allows for either 2 AC lines or 1 AC, 1 DC line 
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Project Configuration Options 
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Project Concept to Operation 
15 Years 

 Concept emerges in regional planning  Starting 2006 

 Sponsors sign MOA  April 2008 

 

MILESTONE DATE 

 Submit BLM SF-299 ROW Application Sept 2008 

 Initiate Scoping  May 2009 

 Draft EIS   May 2012 

 Final EIS   June 2013 

 Record of Decision  Jan 2015 

  State permits  2016-2017 

  Financial Close  2019 

 Final Design, ROW Acquisition,         2016-2021 
Procurement, Construction 

 Commercial Operation   2021 

 



SUNZIA SOUTHWEST TRANSMISSION PROJECT          JUNE 1, 2016            
 

13 

Upcoming Activity 
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Tom Wray, Project Manager 

twray@southwesternpower.com 

 

Cindy Freeman, Assistant Project Manager 

cfreeman@southwesternpower.com 

 

Mark Etherton, Engineering Manager 

mark.etherton@transco.energy 
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