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Commission Approves Safety Upgrades to Union Pacific Railroad Crossings
Commission’s Railroad Safety Section Inspections Provides Federal Funding

At the Arizona Corporation Commission’s Open Meeting, Commissioners approved
upgrades to two existing Union Pacific Railroad crossings in Nogales that will improve safety
and convenience. The improvements will add automatic gates with LED flashing lights on both
sides of the railway, and add advanced traffic signal preemption. The upgrades will be done at
the Gold Hill Road and at Produce Row crossings in Nogales, Arizona.

The Commission’s Railroad Safety Section along with ADOT, the railroads, and
municipalities around the state conduct annual inspections of crossings that have been
identified and qualify for safety upgrades. ADOT compiles the list for the annual array. The
upgrades are funded by the Federal Highway Administration pursuant to Section 130. In order
to be eligible for Section 130 funding, a crossing must be located on public roads and be
designated on the Commission's Annual Crossing Array as being a priority to receive safety
upgrades.

The LED flashing light configuration, along with automatic gates are interconnected with
the railroads’ equipment and traffic signals. Two crossings on Grand Avenue at 107" and 103™
Avenues in Sun City are examples of that technology were upgraded with Section 130 over the
past several years. There have been 13 crossing upgrades completed over the past three years
using Section 130 funding. The Commission’s Railroad Section, along with the other entities,
will begin the next series of inspections of crossings in January.



